
  

  
Why   Veterinary   Homeopathy   Matters   in   Animal   Health   Care   in   the   USA   

Todd   Cooney,   DVM     

  
Homeopathy   is   a   powerful   tool,   capable   of   healing   
without   causing   harm.   No   one   knows   this   truth   
more   than   homeopathic   veterinarians.   Homeopathy   
o ers   a   gentle   and   natural   method   of   healing   for   
animals.   Conventional   veterinary   medicine   faces   
many   of   the   same   challenges   as   conventional   
human   medicine   including   antibiotic   
misuse/overuse,   resistant   superorganisms,   adverse   
drug   reactions,   polypharmacy   and   challenges   in   
elderly   patients.   Veterinary   homeopathy   dates   back   
to   the   1830s   in   Germany   when   it   was   first   used   by   
veterinarians   who   were   the   contemporaries   of   
Samuel   Christian   Hahnemann,   MD,   the   founder   of   
homeopathy.   
  

Advantages   of   Veterinary   
Homeopathy   
The   homeopathic   treatment   of   animals   provides   
many   distinct   advantages   when   compared   to   the  
conventional   methods.   Homeopathy   is:   
● Gentle,   natural,   and   non-invasive   
● Less   expensive   
● Safe   
● Environmentally   sustainable   
● Free   from   side   e ects  
● Particularly   suited   to   treatment   of   animal   herds   

and   wildlife   
● Easy   to   administer   
● Non-toxic   
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The   late   physician   and   former   US   senator,   Royal   S.   
Copeland,   MD,   who   sponsored   the   Federal   Food,  
Drug   and   Cosmetic   Act   of   1938,   recognized   the   
importance   of   including   homeopathy   in   U.S.   
healthcare   when   he   wrote:   
"Physicians   become   homeopaths   because   
homeopathy   works   better   for   most   health   problems   
than   the   techniques   we   learned   in   medical   
school” 239   

Value   of   Animal   
Homeopathy   
Animals   are   free   from   placebo   bias.   As   far   as   we  
know,   dogs,   cats,   horses,   cows,   goats   and   sheep   are   
oblivious   to   the   form   of   treatment   they   receive   from   
humans.   Animal   responses   are   not   placebo   
responses.   Animals   are   sensitive   to   their   
environments   and   serve   as   sentinels   of   both   disease   
and   environmental   toxins.   Their   reactions   can   alert   
us   to   environmental   hazards   before   they   a ect   
humans.   Animals   are   (literally)   'canaries   in   the   
coalmine'   of   our   world.   Their   relatively   short   
lifespans   and   intergenerational   times   make   them   
ideal   models   to   study   both   the   course   of   disease,   
and   response   to   therapy.   Veterinary   homeopathy,   
through   acute   and   chronic   illness,   across   a   variety   
of   animal   species,   has   taught   important   lessons   that   
verify   and   augment   human   medical   care.   
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Evidence   Based   Medicine   
Thousands   of   high-quality   studies   and   case   reviews   
of   homeopathy   have   been   published   in   
peer-reviewed   medical   journals   including   both   in   
vitro   and   in   vivo   experiments   performed   in   the   
laboratory   and   in   the   field.   Randomized   
double-blind,   placebo-controlled   clinical   trials,   
observational   studies,   clinical   e ectiveness   
research,   systematic   reviews,   and   meta-analyses   
have   been   published   in   both   humans   and   
animals. 240 ,    241 ,    242 ,    243 ,    244 ,    245 ,    246 ,    247 ,    248 ,    249 ,    250   
  

    

Veterinary   Homeopathy   
Research   and   Clinical  
Studies   
Homeopathic   medicine   is   prescribed   on   the   basis   of   
individual   characteristics,   which   makes   randomized   
controlled   trials   di cult,   and   largely   unsuited   to   
evaluating   this   modality.   However,   when   these   
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clinical   trials   yield   positive   results,   it   is   crucially   
important   that   we   pay   close   attention   and   inquire   as   
to   why.   A   summary   of   some   of   this   research   follows:   
Clinical   trials   in   dairy   cows   show   significant   
reduction   in   the   incidence   of   bovine   mastitis,   
decreasing   incidence   from   47.5%   to   2.5%   in   one   
study, 251    and   from   42.8%   to   7.1%   in   another. 252    Studies   
demonstrate   that   homeopathy   acts   as   a   potent   
growth   promoter   in   farm-raised   swine.   Treatment   
is   e ective   either   by   administering   it   to   pregnant   
sows, 253    or   to   growth   retarded   piglets . 254   
  

Multiple   studies   have   demonstrated   that   
homeopathy   helps   prevent   complications   during   
labor   and   delivery   in   cattle,   pigs,   and   dogs. 255 ,    256   
Swine   stillbirth   mortality   drops   dramatically   from   
20%   to   2.6%   after   the   addition   of   homeopathic   
medicine   to   the   drinking   water   of   gestating   sows. 257   
  

In   one   randomized   placebo-controlled   trial   of   120   
cows,   homeopathic   treatment   improved   conception   
rates,   calving   intervals,   and   calving   percentage   in   a   
commercial   dairy   herd. 258   
  

The   incidence   of   epidemic   canine   tracheobronchitis   
(kennel   cough)   and   canine   distemper   outbreaks   in   
kennels   was   reduced   97.9%   via   homeopathic   
treatment. 259    In   one   study   more   than   13,000   dogs   
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were   treated   over   a   3-year   period,   demonstrating   a   
62.6%   reduction   in   incidence   of   canine   distemper. 260   
  

Eighty   percent   of   dogs   and   horses   with   Cushing's   
disease,   previously   failing   conventional   treatment,   
improved   with   homeopathic   treatment. 261   
  

Homeopathy   demonstrates   benefits   in   many   
di erent   veterinary   conditions,   but   only   a   few   have   
been   studied   and   reported.   Some   of   these   include:   
prevention   of   hepatic   toxicity   in   rats, 262    prevention   
of   azo   dye-induced   hepatocarcinogenesis   in   mice, 263   
resolution   of   babesiosis   in   dogs, 264    hepatoprotection   
against   paracetamol   induced   liver   damage   in   rats, 265   
resolution   of   subclinical     mastitis   in   dairy   cows, 266   
improved   renal   clearance   and   excretion   kinetics   of   
lead   in   rats, 267    improved   memory   functions   and   
cerebral   blood   flow   in   memory-impaired   rats, 268   
atopic   dermatitis   in   dogs 269    anti-inflammatory   
e ects   in   cultured   mouse   chondrocytes, 270   
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prevention   of   mastitis   in   dairy   cows, 271    prevention   
and   treatment   of   Foot   and   Mouth   Disease   in   
cattle, 272    increased   removal   torque   and   bone   density   
surrounding   titanium   implants   in   rats, 273    reduction   
of   voluntary   ethanol   intake   in   rats, 274    improved   
clinical   management   and   reduced   incidence   of   
idiopathic   epilepsy   in   dogs, 275    and   the   prevention   
and   treatment   of   helminthiasis   in   sheep. 276   

    

Conclusion   
Numerous   studies   attest   to   homeopathy's   value   
across   a   wide   range   of   clinical   conditions   in   
veterinary   medicine,   improving   the   health   of   farm   
and   domestic   animals.   Additionally,   their   positive   
responses   entirely   eliminate   questions   of   placebo   
e ects   from   homeopathy.   Homeopathy   is   on   the   
forefront   and   cutting   edge   of   environmentally   
sustainable,   safe   and   e cient   care   with   applications   
in   both   individuals   and   large   herds.   Homeopathy   is   
an   important   medical   modality   for   every   member   of  
the   animal   kingdom,   and   by   extension,   equally   
important   in   the   field   of   human   health.   
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Army,   and   also   worked   as   a   USDA   veterinarian.   After   
22   years   of   conventional   practice,   he   took   Dr.   Richard   
Pitcairn's   Professional   Course   in   Veterinary   
Homeopathy,   which   changed   the   way   he   viewed   health   
and   disease.   Dr.   Cooney   began   to   use   homeopathy   in   
his   practice   right   away,   and   now   treats   nearly   all   cases   
this   way.   He   practices   in   northern   Indiana,   serves   as   
an   instructor   for   the   Pitcairn   Institute   of   Veterinary   
Homeopathy   (pivh.org),   and   is   the   President   of   the   
Academy   of   Veterinary   Homeopathy   (theAVH.org).   He   
is   also   a   regular   contributor   to   articles   in   Integrative   
Veterinary   Journal,   Dogs   Naturally   Magazine,   and   
presents   seminars   and   webinars   on   holistic   veterinary   
topics.      
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